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By Mark Wrolstad 

Writer of The Dallas Morning News 

They came not to praise conspiracy 
.eories or to bury them. 

Instead, the five members of an inde- 
ndent federal panel hunting JFK as- 
j sination records brandished the gov- 
ment’s newest strategy in America’s 
it controversial murder case: open- 
is. 

Friday in downtown Dallas, the Assas- 
ation Records Review Board held a 
long public hearing saturated with 
re speculation about a 31-year cover- 
than specific leads about where to 
ik for hidden documents. 

Jin a long meeting room at the Earle 
pell Federal Building, board members 
beneath the emblems of various gov- 
rhment agencies, some of which are 
1 withholding records related to the 
v. 22, 1963, assassination of President 
ilin F. Kennedy. 

About 50 people turned out to listen to 
wide-ranging comments; 20 of them 
l<|ase see JFK on Page 35 A. 
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The DcMas Uormng News: AritmcKadoch 

Jim Mam, whose conspiracy-based book helped form the founda- 
tion for the movie JFK, speaks at Friday's hearing in Dallas. He 
said he doubted the panel’s power to find hidden documents. 
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ey covered many of the case’s 
^nous theories: that sniper Lee 
ey Oswald did not fire the only 
and had help in the planning; 
he had links to the CIA and the 
t Union; that anti-Castro Cu- 
^xiles or the Mafia were behind 
at Oswald knew his killer. Jack 
even that there was more 
one Oswald. 

'|ne man began his remarks 
heartedly, holding up his bot- 
Dr Pepper and telling the 
that he also enjoys “Lee Har- 
jOswald’s favorite drink.” 
e members’ quest is to locate 
|unseal as complete a public re- 
as possible, not to reinvesti- 
President Kennedy’s death or 
(solve the persistent questions 
funding the case, 
lit board members showed a 
ngness to listen to whoever 
their way and agreed that 
mission to dispel years of se- 
involves a good dose of public 
ittons. 

yVe need to give people an op- 
nity to tell the government 
they think, which is So impor- 
because the government’s ro- 
se to the assassination and the 
tfmath was so secretive,” board 
. rman Jack Tunheim said as the 
qlists walked the 1963 route of 
Kennedy motorcade during 
lunch break. They became the 
influential tourist group to 
Dealey Plaza since members of 
House Assassination Committee 
ars ago. 



ie panel tolerated speakers tak- 
as much , time as they wanted, 
Ulugh the members’ attentive- 
seemed to be tested during 
of the five-hour discourse. 



Mdny people urged the board, 
whicli was given broad subpoena 
powe rs when it was created by Con- 
gress in 1992, to force the hand of 
government agencies at every pos- 
sible turn. But there are many 
doubi ers. 

“I can’t for a minute believe 
these people are going to be given 
carte blanche to sensitive docu- 
ment!;. There’s too many ways to 
hide them,” writer Jim Marrs said 
after serving as lead-ofL witness. 




TheDaOasUminflkwrArianeKadoch 
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Members of the Assassination Records Review Board — * 
(from left) Dr. Kermit Hall, Jack Tunheim, Dr. Anna it 
Nelson and Dr. William L. Joyce — listen Friday to Adele 
E.U. Edisen of San Antonio. < 



Mr. Marrs’ conspiracy-based 
book helped form the foundation 
for the Oliver Stone movie JFK. De- 
spite widespread public criticism of 
the movie’s speculative and fiction- 
al nature, it sparked a furor in 1992 
that led to the creation of the re- 
cords review board. 

Mr. Tunheim acknowledged the 
irony. “It is pretty amazing, isn’t 
it?” he said. “The movie was the 
only information a whole new gen- 
eration of Americans had, and they 
felt that their government was be- 
hind the assassination of the presi- 
dent.” 

Congress initially considered or- 
dering all relevant records un- 
sealed, then authorized the review 
to sidestep constitutional issues. 

The review board will decide, in 
effect^ what Americans should 
know and when they should know 
it. 

The law already has loosed the 
floodgates, with at least 25 agencies 
poring over files and determining 
what they will release. 

In the past two years, the FBI and 
CIA, the two largest repositories for 
assassination-related records, have 
released more than 550 boxes of 
documents containing roughly 1 
million pages, said Steve Tilley. 



head of the National Archives’ JFK 
Collection, where the records are 
being massed. 

An unknown number of docu- 
ments have been withheld or have 
omissions. The federal board can 
challenge those suppressions and 
force the records open if their reve- 
lation does not compromise govern- 
ment intelligence interests, presi- 
dential protection methods or 
individuals’ personal privacy. 

In cases where documents re- 
main closed, Mr. Tunheim said 
board members favor opening them 
relatively soon, perhaps in five to 10 
years, rather than the law’s maxi- 
mum of 25. 

The public hearing in Dallas was 
the board’s second, following one in 
Washington five weeks ago. 

In Dallas, Dr. Gary Aguilar, head 
of surgery at a San Francisco hospi- 
tal, used a human skull to point out 
discrepancies in bullet entry points 
on the president’s head and to call 
for the release of autopsy records. 

The only person to express sup- 
port for the Warren Commission’s 
conclusion that Oswald acted alone 
was David Murrah, a Texas Tech 
University librarian administrator. 
He derided many of his fellow wit- 
nesses. v 
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He said there were no public re- 
vests until 1992 to view the 
ool’s collection of more than 
,900 JFK documents bequeathed by 
ggoner Carr, Texas attorney gen- 
from 1963 to 1967. 

“Careful and meticulous schol- 
would have and should have 
tjilized this material long ago,” he 
id the board. 

Robert Vernon, a TV producer, 
jid he found a Joliet, HI., prison 
ate who admits firing the fatal 

K and has confessed on video- 

. 

His video, CD-ROM and book are 
e out soon. 

The assassination personalities 
luded Beverly Oliver Massegee, 
0 claims she was the “babushka 
y,” who appears in photos to 
:ve been taking home movies of 
president’s limousine as he was 
lot; 1 

Ship said her undeveloped film 
ife confiscated two days later by a 
imported FBI agent 
Mrs. Massegee^ who /has just pub- 
'.ed a book on her experiences, 
d She never intended to be a 
blic figure in the case. 

She and many of those who testi- 
are in Dallas this weekend for 
iat has become an annual for- 
ifit JFK symposium in Novem- 
'. It began Friday night and con- 
ues through Tuesday, the anni- 
sary date. 

Speakers and board members 
lied the panel the country’s last 
ance to compile a complete assas- 
ation record. It may be the final 
ficial inquiry into the 20 th centu- 
's greatest national obsession. 
Board members say they know 
iy won’t be able to please critics 
0 believe agencies already are 
edding records. 



They think we can’t get at some- 
thing that doesn’t exist, and you 
can’t find it because someone’s al- 
ready destroyed it,” said board 
member Kermit Hall. 

Mr. Tunheim does not expect a 
reopening of the case. 

“I think it’s unlikely that after 30 
years any record exists that would 
be so astonishing as to change the 
way an entire country looks at the 
assassination,” he said. “But I do 
keen an onen mind ” 
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